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PRAVESH: Satsang Reader part One

1. Sadguru Brahmanand Swami

· Birth: Month of Jeth in S.Y. 1828 (1772 A.D.) at Khangam in Shirohi.

· Childhood name was Ladudanji.  In childhood, he sang poems to the king of Shirobi and pleased him.  King awarded him jewels.

· God had given darshan to Ladudanji’s parents in a dream.  Ladudanji went to Bhuj to learn Pingal Shastra (science of prosody versification) from Guru Abhaydanji.  Learned Sanskrit and music from Vipra Bhattacharya in Dhamadka.

· At King Vajesinh of Bhavnagar’s court, he saw the tilak chandlo on the goldsmith’s forehead.  In this manner, he learned of Swaminarayan Bhagwan.  If posed four criterion that would determine the supremacy of Shreeji Maharaj.  Upon seeing Maharaj for the first time, he sang: Dhanya Aajni Ghadi Re, and went into a trance.

· Maharaj once told Ladudanji to convince Laduba and Jivuba to abandon a life of a tyaagi.  But listening to the sisters, he took off his ornaments and rich clothes and requested Maharaj to initiate him as a sadhu. Maharaj named him Shrirangdas.

· Sang Re Sagapan Harivarnu Sachu when his family attempted to bring him back worldly life.  When Maharaj told him to go back home, he became unconscious.

· Went to study further in Sanskrit from arrogant Munibawa.  Brahmanand S. won him over with his humility and told him of Maharaj.  At Gadhpur, Maharaj showed indifference to Munibawa.....

· In Mandvi Maharaj made Brahmanand S. Sit on his asana and debate with the Vedanti Khaiyo Khatri.....

· Maharaj sent B. S. To erect a temple at Ahmedabad.  He met General Gordan and negotiated purchase of land with him.   Nar-Narayan murtis were installed in the temple.  He continuously composed bhajans in the midst of the construction.

· In Vadtal, Maharaj wished a temple with one-pinnacle be built.  B. S. Began to build a temple of 3-pinnacles.  However, most of the material was used in the foundation and the temple turned out to be a one-pinnacle temple.  Maharaj installed his own murti and named the murtis Harikrishna.

· Another temple was built in Junagadh by B. S. and Gunatitanand Swami.  The Naagars did not want the temple to be built there.  B. S. impressed the Nawaab of Junagadh and construction began.  The Naagars sent a wild horse for B. S. to ride on.  The horse became tame at his touch.  Maharaj called him a yati (celibate).  Gunatitanand S. became Mahant.

· Maharaj proposed to give one meter long flaxen cloth to all the sadhus.  One meter wasn’t enough for B. S.  He requested more but Maharaj told him to reduce his body.....

· Once Maharaj held a sabha in which B. S. fell asleep.  Maharaj threw a berkho at him.  B. S. said he was composing a bhajan.  He composed Taaro Chatak Rangilo on the spot.

· When Maharaj fell ill, B. S. served him.  But Maharaj commanded him to go to Junagadh and send Gunatitanand S.  After Gunatitanand S. arrival, Maharaj left for Akshardham.  Maharaj gave B. S. darshan in divine form.

· At Maharaj’s request, B. S. built a temple an Muli.  Maharaj showed B. S. a quarry when there was a difficulty of getting stones and water.  B. S. stayed at Muli temple from then on.

· On Janmashtami of S.Y. 1888 (1831 A.D.), Brahmanand Swami left for Akshardham while chanting constantly.

· Legacy: Composed over 8000 kirtans.  Wrote Brahmanand Kavya, Shri Saumatiprakash, Brahmavilas, Shikshapatri, Updesh Chintamani Chandraval, and Updesh Ratnadeepak.

· Unpublished works:  Neetiprakash, Shikshapatri (Hindi), Sampraday Pradeep, Dharmasiddhant, Vartman Vivek, Shri Narayan Geeta, Vivek Chintamani, and Dharmavamsha Prakash.

2. Sadguru Devanand Swami

· Devidan was born in Barol on Kartik Poornima in S.Y. 1859 (1803 A.D.).  Father Jijibhai and mother Bahenjiba.

· Once Jijibhai went to another village.  Devidan kept the tradition of worshipping Shiv at a Mahadev temple.  God gave him darshan there and told him he will meet Purushottam Narayan.

· Once Maharaj came to Barol, but he was in a hurry to leave.  Raya Khatan brought  thuli for Maharaj which he ate seated on a cart.  From the cart, Maharaj saw Devidan and called him near.  Devidan, at that instance, desired to leave with Maharaj.  With parents’ permission, Devidan left with Maharaj to the care of Brahmanand S.  Learned Pingal Shastra and music from B. Swami.

· Expert in sitar.  Became one of the eight leading poets.  Once in Dharampur, Maharaj requested Devanand S. to sing in Kanada raag.  The instrument players could not follow the rhythm.  Maharaj offered his gold and silver thread gown and a white gown to Devanand S.

· On the way back from Dharampur, Devanand S. fell ill.  Gunatitanand S. served him.  Devanand S. wanted to give him the white gown presented by Maharaj but Gunatitanand S., satisfied with his blessings, refused.

· His kirtans mainly focused on renunciation.  Poet Dalpatram became Devanand Swami’s disciple hearing his kirtans.

· After Brahmanand S. left for Akshardham, Devanand S. became Mahant of Muli temple.  He completed the unfinished work.

· On 9th day of the dark half of Shravan, Devanand S. told Merai Bhakta that he will go to Akshardham the next day.  Merai Bhakta doubted D. S. words so D. S. told him that he will see footsteps of kumkum on the threshold of his house.  Seeing the footsteps, Merai Bhakta was convinced.

3. Sadguru Shukanand Swami

· Vipra Jagannath was born in SY 1855 (1799 A.D.).

· In Dabhan, where he had settled, Paramhansas who were studying there told him the glory of Maharaj.  He suddenly left for Gadhpur.  At Dada Khachar’s darbar, Maharaj spoke out, “A mukta is coming from Dabhan,” and got up to meet Jagannath.

· He wanted to become a sadhu but could not speak out.  He asked Somla Khachar to urge Maharaj to initiate him.  Muktanand S. initiated him in month of Magh in S.Y. 1872 (1816 A.D.).  At Akshar Ordi, Maharaj said that Muktanand S. also knew his Shukanand S. past name.

· Shukmuni’s room was opposite Maharaj’s Akshar-Ordi.  He became Maharaj’s secretary.

· One night Maharaj would dictate a letter but would tear it up before completion.  This continued until the lamp went out.  Maharaj brought light from his right toe.....

· Once Shukmuni wrote 14 pages by staying awake the whole night.  Maharaj tore up the pages in the morning.  Nityanand asked if Shukmuni was frustrated by this.  Shukmuni replied that he had written the pages to please Maharaj, even if Maharaj was to tear them up.

· Once Shukmuni returned from Ghela shivering having bathed.  Maharaj asked Dada Khachar “Can’t these rafters and bamboos supporting the roof be removed?”  Dada Khachar understood and arranged to have the wood be cut for used to light a fire to warm up.

· After reverting to Akshardham, Bhaguji went to Akshar-Ordi and saw Maharaj, who called for Shukmuni.  Shukmuni wrote a letter as Maharaj dictated.  Maharaj vanished and the letter remained in Shukmuni’s hand.

· Shukmuni travelled from village to village to spread Satsang.  He asked Maharaj for illness.  During the day, we carried out his work, but during the nights he contracted a fever for 12 years.

· Shukmuni would go to Junagadh to listen to Gunatitanand’s sermons.  He said he wrote the Vachanamruts and edited them but understood them in Junagadh.

· Gunatitanand told him that Maharaj tore up the letters he once had written in Akshar-Ordi because he had compared Maharaj with Prahlad, Janak, Dattatray, Kapila, etc.  When light emanated from Maharaj’s toe, he saw incarnations of Rama, Krishna, and other avatars.

· In S.Y. 1921 (1865 A.D.) Shukmuni initiated Dungar Bhakta into the Sampraday at Vadtal.

· Left for Akshardham on the 5th day of the dark half of Maghshar in S.Y. 1925 (1869 A.D.) in Vadtal.  Maharaj had exclaimed in a Vachanmrit that Shukmuni is a great sadhu.  He has been progressing in his sadhana which had never dwindled.

· Legacy: Editing of Vachanamrit, Dashama Uttarardh, Buddhiprakash, Dharmamrit, Narayan Kavach, Satsang Deep, Bhakti Adhaya, Hari Geeta, and Commentary on Dharmik Stotra.

4. Bhatkaraj Darbar Shri Jheenabhai of Panchala
· Jheenabhai was once in the court of Nawab of Junagadh where Garasiyas had gathered to drink and watch dancers. Jheenabhai sat uneasily in the corner in the midst of the kusangi atmosphere. The Nawab saw Jheenabhai in the corner and felt respect for his love for God.

· Jheenabhai’s father Thakore Manubha was a disciple of Ramanand Swami. Ramanand Swami had come to Panchala with Neelkanth Varni in Shravan of 1858 (1802 AD).

· His mother Gangaba and sister Adiba became devotees of Maharaj as well.

· He observed the rules of Satsang and he felt aversion to the 5 kinds of sensual pleasures.

· He would invite Maharaj to Panchala once a year and spend liberally.

· SY 1869 (1813 AD) was a year of famine and Maharaj advised all haribhaktas of the famine. Jheenabhai stored up food and sold away cattle. During the famine, he distributed food generously among haribhaktas and poor.

· Once Jheenabhai requested Maharaj to go to Panchala with Motiba and other ladies but Maharaj left without the ladies. Jheenabhai tool the ladies himself and met Maharaj at Panchala, but Maharaj turned back from him. Jheenabhai was adamant in his ways. Maharaj taught him a lesson about not showing devotion with frustration.

· Maharaj celebrated Fuldol of 1879 (1823 AD) in Panchala. Thousands were invited. On Purnima night, Maharaj played Ras where nine circles were formed. Maharaj assumed as many forms as there were saints until 2 am. Next day, Maharaj sprayed gulal on the devotees.

· Maharaj gave special directives to the saints such as keeping a tuft of hair and wearing the sacred thread; he gave them pooja, he made the Tilak Chandlo on Gunatitanand Swami’s forehead and ordered all to do the Tilak Chandlo.
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